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Synopsis

In 1894, Palm Beach leaped to world prominence as a winter playground with the completion of
Henry Morrison Flagler's Royal Poinciana Hotel. In 1920’s Palm Beach’sextravagant lifestyle
reached its height, and grand sprawling Mediterranean-style mansions abounded. By the 1980s,
financial prosperity and an economic boom, which was accompanied by an onslaught of
redevelopment, threatened Palm Beach’s world famous architectural heritage.Palm Beach details
the meticulous restorations of more than twenty great houses and public buildings on the "American
Riviera." These houses were restored from 1988 to the present, and each house has won the
Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach’s coveted Ballinger Award. The cycle of building and
restoration chronicled here encompasses one of America’s enduring architectural landscapes, as
well as the dynamics of its social history. Public and private structures designed by some of the
style-setting early architects are depicted, including works of Addison Mizner, Joseph Urban, and
Maurice Fatio, as well as those of anonymous designers, whose feats of imagination rivaled the
most celebrated professionals. The photography has been taken to respectfully document the

superb restorations of these houses, many of which have never before been published.
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Customer Reviews

In 1894, Palm Beach leaped to world prominence as a winter playground with the completion of
Henry Morrison Flagler's Royal Poinciana Hotel. In 1920’s Palm Beach’sextravagant lifestyle

reached its height, and grand sprawling Mediterranean-style mansions abounded. By the 1980s,



financial prosperity and an economic boom, which was accompanied by an onslaught of
redevelopment, threatened Palm Beach’s world famous architectural heritage. Palm Beach details
the meticulous restorations of more than twenty great houses and public buildings on the "American
Riviera." These houses were restored from 1988 to the present, and each house has won the
Preservation Foundation of Palm Beach’s coveted Ballinger Award. The cycle of building and
restoration chronicled here encompasses one of America’s enduring architectural landscapes, as
well as the dynamics of its social history. Public and private structures designed by some of the
style-setting early architects are depicted, including works of Addison Mizner, Joseph Urban, and
Maurice Fatio, as well as those of anonymous designers, whose feats of imagination rivaled the
most celebrated professionals. The photography has been taken to respectfully document the

superb restorations of these houses, many of which have never before been published.

Polly Earl is the executive director of the Preservation Foundation and a well-known authority on

Palm Beach history and architecture.

Having lived in Palm Beach, | can really appreciate what Polly Earl has created. Beautiful pictures,

and interestingly written. A very fine book.

Attractive coffee table book that | bought as a gift for friends who moved to Palm Beach. Book is

true to its description.

This book covers an impressive array of homes and the images are crisp and well conceived. Palm
Beach is so blessed with stunning architecture, it really is like a laboratory for grand residental
design. The homes selected are for the most part spectacular and the interior detailing is often
stunning. I highly recommend this book to anyone with an appreciation of well crafted restoration

and great residential architecture.

Polly Anne Earl does a beautiful job with this book. It is everything | expected it to be. The pictures,
the history, the overall format.The book highlights many Robert Ballinger award winning homes
throughout Palm Beach.The award is given for outstanding historic restorations of homes deemed
"historical landmarks".This book includes majestic homes by many renowned architects including
Addison Mizner, Marion Silms Wyeth, and John Volk amongst others.Another book to enjoy is

"Palm Beach Splendor" the homes of Jeffery Smith.If you are thinking of building a home, have an



interest in architecture, or just simply enjoy browsing thru beautiful homes; you won’t be

disappointed with either.fp
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